
 

  

      

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

   

    

     

 

  

    

  

 

 

August 2019 

Dear Families, 

As we begin each unit in math this year, your child will be bringing home a Mathematics 

Family Letter. We want to take the time to explain the importance of each of these 

letters and how you can use them to support your child's mathematical learning. 

Each letter will provide an overview of what we will be working on in class. Included will 

be important vocabulary from the unit, the list of skills students will be expected to 
master, and some at home activities that you and your child can do together for 

practice. The skills the students will be expected to master are based on the state 

standards (TEKS). In addition, we will be sending home a game that focuses on fact 
fluency to help students become proficient in their math facts. 

In order to do some of the home activities your child will need some basic materials. 

These include dice, a standard deck of cards, coins, an analog clock, counters (such as 
pennies, cheerios, marbles, buttons or beads), objects to use as game tokens, and a 

ruler. If you have any problem collecting these materials, please contact your child's 

teacher. 

Within these letters, the foundational skills may be repeated or built upon throughout 

various units this year, so we suggest that you save these letters and activities to use 

again at a later time. You may also use the skill sets listed to help guide you in finding 
other activities that may better suit your child's interests. 

We thank you in advance for working with us in supporting your child's mathematical 

learning. It is our hope that working together will help your child meet second grade 

standards while developing a sense of accomplishment and a love of mathematics. 

Thank you, 

The 2nd Grade Team 



• .  

Math Family Letter 

Unit 1: Addition and Subtraction Facts 

Your child is currently working in Unit 1 in math. Below is the vocabulary as well as the targeted skills that 

your child will be expected to master during this unit. Please be sure to take some time to practice these 

activities to supplement your child's learning. 

Essential Vocabulary: 

• Add, Addends, Missing Addend, Join, Sum 

• Subtract, Minus, Difference 

• Number Sentence 

• Equal 

• Separate 

• Compare 

Targeted Student Skills: 

- The student will recall basic addition and subtraction math facts within 20 with automaticity. 
- The student will utilize a variety of problem solving strategies to solve a word problem such as the 

UPS check process, drawing a picture, thinking patterns, and mathematical tools (ten frame, number 

line, hundreds chart). 

The student will identify the thinking pattern required to solve each word problem and justify why they 

chose the pattern. The thinking patterns are as follows: 

Some and Some More (SSM) 

Bigger Smaller Difference (BSD) 

Part Part Whole (PPW) 

Some Went Away (SWA) 

The student will use problem solving strategies such as doubles, doubles plus one, doubles minus 

one, related facts, counting on and counting back to solve each problem. 

• Doubles Dash 
- The student will create addition and subtraction number sentences to communicate their 

mathematical ideas. 

Although Unit 1 is the only unit specifically dedicated to learning addition and subtraction facts to 20, it is 

crucial that your child continues to practice their math facts throughout the year. All students should be fluent 

in their facts to 20 by 3rd grade. Please save this packet as a resource to use while practicing facts 

throughout the year. 



. . 

Math Thinking Patterns 

Math thinking patterns are a way for students to identify what is happening in a word problem 
and determine the operation needed to solve it. The following are a list of math thinking 
patterns. Each word problem can be categorized by one or two of the following patterns, 
depending if it is a one or two step word problem. Along with identifying the thinking pattern, 
drawing a picture allows students to visualize what is occurring in the problem. 

• Some and Some More (SSM) 

A farmer picked 12 tomatoes from his garden. He went to the store and bought 6 more 
tomatoes. How many tomatoes does he have in all? 

12+6=18 

• Part Part Whole 

Susie has 8 blue bead and 7 purple beads on her necklace. How many beads are on 
her necklace all together? 

00000000 
0000000 
8+7=15 

Jack has 18 toy cars. 5 of the cars are trucks. The rest of the cars are race cars. How 
many cars are race cars? 

□□□□□□□□□ 
□□□□□□□□□ 
5+ =18 18-5=13 



• Some Went Away 

16 kids were playing soccer on the playground. 7 of the kids were tired and went inside. 
How many kids were left playing soccer? 

16 - 7 = 9 

• Bigger Smaller Difference 

The yellow house is 12 feet tall . The green house is 18 feet tall. How much taller is the 
green house than the yellow house? 

18 feet tall 

18-12=6 




